THE SECTS OF THE MU'TAZILAH AND THE KADARlYAH

other. It may be said to him : "Then will, according to you,
is not related to a thing, except from the standpoint of its
occurrence, which is also an abomination. And if a thing
is willed from one standpoint, and abominated from another,
it follows that the one who Wills has willed what he wills
and abominated what he wills, which is a contradiction."
But he said: "The one willing, wills nothing except from all
standpoints, so that it is not possible for him to abominate it
from another standpoint." This view is necessarily followed
by the question of the known and the unknown, since he
does not deny that a thing can be known from one stand-
point and unknown from the other, by committing himself to
the view that the same thing cannot be willed from one
standpoint and abominated from another, he laid himself
open to problems which destroy the basis of the Mu'tazilah
creed. In fact, he had committed himself to most of these,
and thus had to conclude that among the greatest heresies
there were some that Allah did not abominate, and, on the
other hand, among the beautiful truths, there were some
that Allah dicl not will. The explanation of this is that if
to kneel before Allah is worship ...(?),... of idols,
although to kneel before an idol is a great evil. And thus
if he should wish that his description o-f Muhammad as the
prophet of Allah should refer to ibn-'Abdallah, it would be
necessary for him not to dislike it to be a description of an-
other Muhammad, although this is heresy. It also follows
that if Allah hates to have kneeling used as a worship of
idols, then he does not wish it to be a worship of Allah, even
though (in such a case) it be the worship of Allah and
beautiful obedience. To all this, he committed himself,
and moreover he mentioned in his great Collection that
kneeling to idols is not abominated by Allah; at the same
time he rejected the fact that the same thing could be
willed and abominated from two different standpoints.
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